lenge at the conclusion of the fighting, presented progressives with new problems. Many sought solutions-or at least strength-in history, especially in the liberal tradition where previous generations tangled with the first manifestations of modern questions. The most recent of these self-appraisals is Eric F. Goldman's Rendezvous With Destiny, a study of reform since the Civil War. Resting on extensive research, told in a sprightly anecdotal style, and already winner of the Bancroft prize for historical writing, this book obviously deserves attention.
Beginning with the Civil War, Professor Goldman examines the major political movements-liberal and conservative-in the last ninety years. Though conservatism is not neglected, the focus is reform. Progressivism and the New and Fair Deals receive the major emphasis, while the formative days of the post-war years and the underground period of the 1920's are used as preparation and contrast. The narrative bristles with epigrammatic and sometimes brilliant sketches of the intellectual and political leaders who helped shape democratic tradition. The author has wisely refrained from attempting to treat every figure or organization which rose to some influence in these years, choosing rather more detailed treatments of representative ones. Though almost everybody of importance is here, there are some surprising omissions. Lester Ward, for example, is not mentioned, and Washington Gladden, the most prominent of early Social Gospelers, does not get even a passing reference.
Rendezvous With Destiny is political history in its broadest-and bestsense. Using social, economic and intellectual movements to inform politics, Professor Goldman embeds his narrative in the deepest currents of American thinking. Thus the controversy over Darwinism transcends science and becomes the battleground between liberals and conservatives in the argument over the limits of state intervention. The rise of pragmatism not only shakes old philosophic notions but gives progressives a technique for meeting social problems. The breakdown of formalism in law, religion, economics and history creates the atmosphere needed for political change. None of this, of course, is new. But Professor Goldman puts it together sensibly and tells the story with liveliness and wit. Especially arresting is the extended treatment of minorities and their strategic position in the development of liberalism.
However, the book's foreword promises a good deal more than the author produces. Professor Goldman says at the outset that "the reform movements that culminated in the New Deal and the Fair Deal, in my opinion, are most directly a reaction to a rapidly urbanizing, industrializing America." Thus the city and factory are put at the very heart of the argument, and, indeed, industrialization is adequately handled throughout. But urbanization gets less systematic attention and is never placed in any causal relationship to the development of political forces. There is some discussion of urban votes and leadership, but the author makes no examination of the more profound impact of the city on people and institutions. Such a study, for example, would have deepened his analysis of Progressivism and added another dimension to his approach to the New and Fair Deals. Unfortunately, Professor Goldman deprives himself of this useful tool by following the established pattern of acknowledging the importance of urbanization and then abandoning its interpretive possibilities.
Also in the foreword the author promises something very exciting. "My personal approach," he asserts, "together with the attempt to obey the dictates of the historical method, results in breakaways from a number of prevailing ideas about people or events treated in this book." The reader is told to hold on because he "may be jarred by some of these breakaways." Yet few people will be shaken by most of what they find here. Indeed, the merit of the book runs in another direction. It sums up recent scholarship in this period rather than adding to present knowledge. Professor Goldman's suggestion, however, that there is a need for a fresh look at many of these movements-for some "breakaways"-is correct. To suggest a single instance, it is useful to think of the New Deal, as the author does, in terms of its New Freedom and New Nationalism heritage-and certainly the struggle between these views was important in the first Roosevelt administration. Yet this analysis hardly accounts for the bulk of the legislation of the thirties.
Whatever the shortcomings of this book, they do not stem from inadequate research, for Professor Goldman's scholarship is remarkably thorough and painstaking. His forty-page bibliographic essay is both a judicious guide through the massive accumulation of source material and monographs of the period and a monument to his energy. In addition to printed works and manuscript collections the author interviewed or corresponded with nearly fifty public figures who played some role in the story, and their judgments are sprinkled throughout. This kind of testimony is becoming increasingly important for scholars working in contemporary history, giving a richness and vitality to the record which is lacking in earlier periods. Despite its usefulness, this methodology involves some obvious dangers. Professor Goldman, however, is cautious in the use of this information, though he occasionally qualifies the authoritativeness of the tech-PENNSYLVANIA HISTORY nique by introducing mystery witnesses such as "a person, an intimate of the President," who "prefers not to be identified," or, more baffling still, "a Seattle attorney" who wishes to remain anonymous. .00, cloth $6.00.) As its subtitle reveals, Historic Philadelphia is a book about both people and buildings. Though much concerned with the historic buildings of Philadelphia, it is equally, if not more, concerned with the cultural history of the City of Brotherly Love. A work of many related subjects, it also is a work of many cooperative minds. To it twenty-six writers made twenty-seven contributions. Of necessity, many of these papers touch again and again the career of a great American, Pennsylvania's most distinguished adopted son, the man to whom, by indirection, the volume is appropriately dedicated. The frontispiece of this symposium is a portrait of Benjamin Franklin in 1762.
This work is remarkable in more than one way. Whereas in the usual course of events a map may be prepared to accompany a volume, in this instance the order was reversed-a map preceded and prepared the way for the book. The twenty-seven papers which this volume comprises, beginning with one on the Independence Hall Group and ending with one on the Philadelphia prisons of the eighteenth century, illustrate in the grand manner a map on which Grant Miles Simon has shown the historic buildings and sites of a part of Old Philadelphia. A copy of this map is inserted in a pocket inside the back cover of the volume. But the work has an even more substantial claim to distinction. Together its twenty-seven papers, each one of them adequately annotated, pass in review much of the early history of Philadelphia: they deal, inter alia, with churches, education, art, finance, science, and philanthropy. Nor is all this merely local history, for in Philadelphia the First and the Second Continental Congresses met; in Philadelphia the Declaration of Independence was adopted; in Philadelphia the Congress of the Confederation held many of its sessions; and in Philadelphia the Federal Government was housed from 1790 to 1800. Consequently, the buildings associated with the birth of our nation, with the adoption of our two national constitutions, and with the critical first years of our Federal system of government are not merely historic buildings of Philadelphia; they are in a very real sense shrines of the American people.
An historical symposium, no matter how capable the contributors to it may be, necessarily comprises papers that differ from one another in quality and in style. Such is the case with the present volume. Knowing full well that the judgment of one reader will not be the judgment of another reader, and knowing equally well that a particular interest in a given subject will distort the judgment of a critic, this reviewer, hoping that he may be forgiven his rashness, ventures nevertheless to express, without prejudice to the other contributions, his preference for William E. Lingelbach's "Philosophical Hall: The Home of the American Philosophical Society"; for Charles E. Peterson's "Carpenters' Hall" and "Library Hall: Home of the Library Company of Philadelphia, 1790-1800"; and for Arthur M. Kennedy's "The Athenaeum: Some Account of its History from 1814 to 1850."
But every thoughtful reader of this work, whatever may be his preferences (or his prejudices) with respect to the varied contributions which Historic Philadelphia comprises, will surely conclude that this symposium is a useful -even a noteworthy-contribution to our cultural history. The volume is copiously illustrated and beautifully printed. The illustrations alone should make it a prized possession. On the whole, the literary quality of the work is acceptable, although the piercing eye of a soaring linguistic hawk will detect, now and again, a syntactical slip that really shows. However that may be, every person who likes well-made books, who is interested in the history of the city that was for at least a generation the cultural capital of the English colonies in America, and who has at least a normal interest in the early years of our national history will wish to keep a copy of this volume within easy reach of his easy chair.
Bucknell University

J. ORIN OLIPHANT
Makers of Modern Journalism. By Kenneth Stewart and John Tebbel.
(New York: Prentice-Hail, Inc., 1952. Pp. x, 514. $6.65.)
Heywood Broun once said: "A newspaper is a rule unto itself. It has a soul for salvation or damnation . . . the intangibles of a newspaper are the men and women who make it." With this quotation as their theme the authors, both of them members of the Department of Journalism at New York University, have written what they describe as "a personalized biographical history of the American press told in terms of men and motives." Much of the contemporary material in the book is based on the authors' own experience as professional journalists and upon contacts and interviews with the publishers concerned. But since the volume contains no documentation other than a reading bibliography, it is difficult to determine to what extent and at what points sources of this nature have been drawn upon. This is by no means the first attempt to write the history of the American press in biographical terms. All histories of American journalism have been to a greater or less degree biographical. The chief value of this work is its reinterpretation, based on some new material, of the journalists of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The portrayal of E. W. Scripps, the Cowles Brothers, Marshall Field, Henry Luce, and the Washington political pundits are of especial interest. But there is a tendency, which is difficult to guard against in a book of this type, to lose continuity in the process of skipping from one personality to the next.
Readers of this magazine will be chiefly interested in the first two chapters, Furthermore, the photograph identified as James Gordon Bennett, Sr., on page 246 would appear to be incorrectly labelled. It is pretty clearly a photograph of Bennett the Younger rather than of his father.
Quite properly the authors point out that changing conditions in recent years requiring editors to be astute businessmen if they are to survive at all tend to make their product more impersonal and less colorful. Perhaps the inroads of radio and television into the realm of news gathering will restore some of the vitality which journalism has lost as the result of becoming an organ of big business. For more than a century, the author of this excellent monograph contends, the American frontier was advanced westward not only by traders, miners, cattlemen, and farmers, but by soldiers of the United States army as well. Recognizing the impossibility of studying this process on a nationwide scale, he has singled out one area-the states of Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota and northern Illinois-and one era-the period between the War of 1812 and the Civil War-in which to appraise the effect of the troops on the frontier process. The result is a case study that will be significant to students of all frontiers.
Mr. Prucha's opening chapters paint a depressing picture of the soldiers who occupied the frontier forts. They were, he finds, a "rag-tag and bobtail herd," scraped from the dregs of American society or drawn from the ranks of newly-arrived immigrants to whom the $5 monthly pay seemed attractive; by the 1850's the latter group was in substantial majority. Amidst such a sorry crew the problems of drunkenness and desertion loomed large; frontier life resolved itself into a battle of wits between troops seeking whisky and officers trying to keep them reasonably sober. That desertion was equally troublesome was dramatically illustrated in 1826 when half as many fled the army as enlisted. Yet this nondescript crew performed yeoman service in subduing the wilderness and introducing civilization to the West, largely because able officers with West Point training drove them steadily to the task.
For Mr. Prucha demonstrates that the army accomplished wonders: it kept squatters from Indian lands, prevented traders from plying the red men with whisky, served as the principal law-enforcement agency in outlying settlements, and swept away miles of wilderness while building forts and connecting roads. Indeed the troops often wondered whether they had joined an army or a work-crew. "I never was told," complained one enlisted man in 1838, "that I would be called on to make roads, build bridges, quarry stone, burn brick and lime, carry the hod, cut wood, hew timber, construct it into rafts and float it to the garrisons, make shingles, saw plank, build mills, maul rails, drive teams, make hay, herd cattle, build stables, construct barracks, hospitals, etc. etc. etc. which takes more time for their completion than the period of my enlistment." By taming new areas, the army constantly hurried the advance of the frontier.
But it also stimulated expansion in less tangible ways. By offering new communities the twin blessings of protection from the Indians and markets for agricultural surpluses, the forts served as magnets to attract pioneers. Supplies imported from the East made road-building necessary and hurried the development of steamboating on the western rivers. Scientific observations by officers or by eastern scientists who made the forts their observation points gave the frontiersmen needed information on such varied matters as health and farming methods. And the constant round of dinners and balls staged by the officers, the theaters and libraries that they started, the schools and churches that they organized, all introduced culture to the far West, again increasing the attractiveness of the area. This is the story told by Mr. Prucha in a narrative that seldom lags in interest and that will long remain the standard work on the subject. Indeed the author's success will probably inspire similar studies of other frontier areas. The book is handsomely printed and well illustrated with contemporary pictures of the forts that are discussed. It contains a thorough bibliography, largely of the materials in the National Archives from which he drew most of his information. The index is more complete than in most comparable volumes. The growing interest in Pennsylvania history is evidenced, among other things, by the number of textbooks appearing in recent years for use in the public schools of the Commonwealth. One of the best of these that has come to our attention is Fortenbaugh and Tarman's The Pennsylvania Story. This book is a revision of the original edition published in 1940, enabling the authors to make corrections of certain errors found in the earlier edition, to improve its teaching apparatus, and to bring the story down to date. It is divided into seven units and twenty-two chapters, contains some eighty illustrations, and is well supplied with maps judiciously selected. After the manner of books of this type, a list of projects and activities, with suggested readings, is appended at the end of each chapter with a view to stimulating student interest and participation.
The authors of The Pennsylvania Story state in the preface that "the method of presentation and the studied selection of materials have been keyed, as accurately as possible, to the ninth-grade level": the book is to be judged, therefore, in terms of the purpose of the authors in writing it and of the particular need it is intended to meet. Taking such considerations into account, we have no hesitation in saying that, in our opinion, the authors have produced a practical, well-written, and teachable textbook for pupils at the ninth-grade level.
Your reviewer has, however, noted a few things about the book that appear to him to be either faulty or questionable. The treatment of the cultural phase of the story is rather thin and not altogether accurate. The claim that Charles Willson Peale was the peer of the best English artists of his time (p. 208), and that William Rush, all of whose works were in wood, was "perhaps Pennsylvania's greatest sculptor" (p. 209) would not be conceded by the leading art critics, who regard both of them as of minor importance. On the other hand George Grey Bernard, ranked by these authorities as not only Pennsylvania's greatest sculptor but one of the greatest sculptors of modern times, is not even mentioned. Other strange omissions are the failure to include the English and the Scotch-Irish in a map giving the location of colonial settlers (p. 71), and in not mentioning corn among the principal crops of Pennsylvania (p. 273), whereas it ranks first in value of product. The sweeping claim that "Pennsylvania continued as the leader and focus of the newly created United States of America" (p. 142) is unwarranted by the facts of history. However, a few slips here and there are not of sufficient importance to detract from the merits of the book as a whole, and the authors are to be commended for producing a volume so well adapted to the use of ninth-grade pupils. The unusual title of this volume is based on the fact that "it was written after the retirement of the author and after 46 years in the Public Utility Business." It is a different book in many ways. As he looked over his manuscript, the author states that he was aware that "it did not blend so 458 BOOK REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTES well." Repeated revisions failed to improve the work appreciably. The average reader will find difficulty because of the heaviness of the style and the lack of continuity from chapter to chapter. Especially is this true in the first part of the book.
To use the author's words, one finds "Scriptural quotations, legend, historical facts and novel, biography, autobiography, geography, and facts on transportation, . . . in the narrative." This conglomeration runs the gamut from the sublime to the fantastic. In point of time, one is brought all the way from the "Great Dispersion" to the present period.
Chapter headings indicate the range of topics used: "The Confusion and the Great Dispersion," "The Purchase of Pennsylvania," "The Scotch-Irish," "The Neulaenders," "The Mystery Tree and the Turnpike," "The Mystery of the Alleghenies," "Death of Henny" (a tamed wild cat!), "From Turnpike to Steam Railroad," and "The Horse with the Blue Mane and Tail," to mention a few of those included in Part I.
Part II contains the following chapter titles, among others: "Lincoln's Funeral Train," "From Babyhood to Job with Public Utility," "Early History of Light and Power Industry," "Group Meetings and Dinner to Samuel Insull," "Rural Electrification," "A Large Customer in Trouble," "Holding Company Act of 1935," "Labor," "How a Great Utility Was Started and Concluded," and "Retirement and Pensions."
There are over forty illustrations and a few maps. The illustrations are generally clear and include such interesting subjects as a mule-drawn street car, Lincoln's funeral train, and a six-horse Conestoga team and wagon. The inclusion of photographs of a selected list of cities is based on the author's sentimental interest in the Penn Central Electric System. The area served by this utility is almost identical with the Pennsylvania Land Purchase of 1754, a fact which the writer refers to repeatedly in his stories.
The documentation in the book is limited, for obvious reasons. There is a very uncritical list of "Historic References," but no index. Some well-known historical documents are used, but there is nothing new.
This reviewer found the second part of Mr. Miller's book much more interesting than the first part. The reason is not difficult to locate. The author was on familiar ground in his own industry, and his accounts include personal experiences in many cases. Even his philosophy makes interesting reading in view of his industrial background.
That Mr. Miller's intelligence, ambition, and interest in history are above average is beyond doubt. But, commendable as these qualities are, it is open to serious question whether the cost and effort justify the publication of a work of this type, not to mention the fact that the writer lays himself open to the sometimes caustic comments of "critical historians" (whom the author indicated his awareness of) engaged in doing "their duty." Among its important activities are the administration of fifteen historic properties, the placing of historical markers, the care of public records, the management of the State Museum, and research and publication in the related fields of Pennsylvania history and archaeology.
Clarion State Teachers College
The research and publication programs have resulted not only in the collection of rich treasures of source material in microfilm, transcript and original forms, but also in a wide selection of book and pamphlet publications. Some of these are popular in nature, primarily for school and general use, and some are scholarly works and guides to research. In every case, however, they are published to arouse interest in the history of the Keystone State, and to encourage its study.
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